Destruction of an individual is the most heinous expression of aggression found in any culture. Homicidal investigation requires a scientific and detailed analysis of circumstances and a trough autopsy. And to take a directed step in preventing a crime, the pattern of crime is to be known. The present study was done in Lok Nayak Hospital, Delhi, to observe the trend of homicide. It was seen that males were predominantly involved with higher incidences being in the age group of 21 to 40 years of life. Blunt objects were more frequently used and head injuries were chiefly causing deaths.
INTRODUCTION
Homicide is one of the oldest crimes in human civilization. With time, the weapon of offence has changed from hand and stones being used by cave man to modern firearm and technology. The change in pattern of homicide may be because of population explosion, changing life style, modern needs of the man, and easy availability of various types of weapons. [1] Assessing the burden of the issue regionwise is important to explore ways to implement laws. Homicidal investigation requires a scientific and detailed analysis of circumstances and is never complete without a trough autopsy.
This retrospective study was conducted to analyze the trend of homicide. The purpose was to help lawmakers in taking directed steps to prevent such unnatural cause of death.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The present retrospective study was conducted at Department of Forensic Medicine at Maulana Azad Medical College and Lok Nayak Hospital New Delhi. The data of three calendar years from January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2015 was collected from postmortem notes of the deceased. The data were collected in a proforma prepared for this study purpose. The collected data were analyzed by SPSS version 20.0 (IBM Corp., Armonk, NY). Interpretation of the collected data was performed by using appropriate statistical methods.
OBSERVATIONS AND RESULTS
In the present study, males were found to be the common victim consisting of 156 cases (68.7%) with a male:female ratio of 2.19:1. The age group of 21 to 40 years was most commonly affected consisting of 150 cases (66.1%) whereas age group more than 61 years was least affected amounting to seven cases (3.1%). Youngest victim of this study was a 3-month-old female that was a case of infanticide and the oldest victim was of 73 years. 
DISCUSSION
Homicide is as old as civilization and reported as early as in the Bible. Most of this crime involves male probably due to increased outdoor activities, aggression, and risk-taking behavior. In the present study, males constituted 68.7% of homicidal victims. This was in par with the studies done in Mumbai (69.01%), Hubballi (69.9%), Bhavnagar (71.19%), and Mangaluru. [2] [3] [4] [5] Some parts of the country like Bangalore (75%), Surat (78.3%), Indore (78.95%), and Amritsar (82.5%) showed higher incidence in males than the present study, [6] [7] [8] [9] whereas few studies showed a very high incidence of male victims as in Manipur (ratio being 6.3:1). [10] This exponentially higher incidence of male being victims may be due to the militant activity.
In the present study, the susceptible age group was found to be 21 to 40 years and that accounted for 66.1% of homicidal deaths. This age group is more active, aggressive, short tempered, and more vulnerable to changing social trends. Similar observation was reported in Mumbai, Hubballi, Surat, Chhattisgarh, Amritsar, Bhavnagar, Mangaluru, Bhopal, Mysore, Bangalore, Rajkot, and Indore. [1] [2] [3] [4] [6] [7] [8] [9] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] Homicides associated with sexual assaults were more common in the age group of 11 to 20 years of life. [17] Most of the victims were Hindus. This could be due to the increased population of Hindus. Similar observation was seen in Surat and a study on femicide in Tamil Nadu. [14, 18] Higher incidence of homicide (37%) was noted during the winter and rainy season (July, August, September, and October) followed by summer season (March, April, May, and June) (34.8%). This was in par with the observation in Chhattisgarh and Surat. [11, 14] In contrast to our study, an increased incidence of homicides was observed during summer in Bhopal and Indore. [8, 12] In this study, death occurred on spot in 39.3% of cases, pointing toward the lethality of the weapon used and force that was applied. Increased incidence of spot death was noted at Hubballi (51.1%), Bhopal (76.1%), Bangalore (82.5%), and Rajkot (65%). [1, 3, 12, 15] Blunt objects were observed to be the most commonly used weapon of offence in this study. The weapon of offence depends on the availability. Usage of blunt object to kill was also seen in Mumbai, Hubballi, Surat, Chhattisgarh, Guwahati, Jaipur, and Indore. [2, 3, 7, 8, 11, 16, 19, 20] This was in contrast to the observation noted in Bhavnagar, Mangaluru, Bhopal, Bangalore, and Rajkot where sharp force was mainly used. [4] [5] [6] 12, 15] The usage of sharp weapon points toward premeditated crime whereas the blunt weapon could possibly be due to explosive response. [4] In militant-prone areas, as in Manipur, firearm have been reported to be used more often (61.4%) as the weapon of offence. The lack of this trend in other parts of the country is due to the strict firearm legislations. Most commonly used weapons were hard and blunt objects. Similarly, abrasion was the most common injury observed followed by contusion.Cause of death was predominantly head injury followed by hemorrhage. This was consistent with the studies conducted at Guwahati and Rajkot. [15, 19] However, this was not the same observation in Mumbai, Hubballi, Bhavnagar, Mangaluru, Indore, and Surat where hemorrhage was the most common cause of death. [2] [3] [4] [5] 8, 16] 
CONCLUSION
This study shows that males in the age group of 21 to 40 years of life are most commonly the victims of homicide. In Delhi, blunt objects were observed to be commonly used as a weapon of offence. Majority of the cases died on the spot and cause of death was head injury.
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